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The
Protectors

Child abuse is a
heartbreaking daily
reality in our pediatric
emergency department.
Meet the team that's
first on the scene. page 22
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TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL

Over the past 25 years, stained glass artist Bobbie Burnett and her committed cadre of
volunteers have raised more than $750,000 for cancer patient care and research.

By Marlene England

ARTIST BOBBIE BURNETT is the first
to admit she’s not very good with num-
bers. “I'm a people person—not a busi-
ness person,” she laughs. “I measure
percentiles in hugs.”

Even so, Burnett has a few figures |

committed to memory. Once a year,
7,000 pounds of art glass packed in
five-foot-wide crates are delivered via
18-wheeler to her Annapolis, Mary-
land, studio. It is that same studio
where approximately 90 volunteers
come together—some as often as three
times a week—to create stained glass
angels for the Caring Collection, Inc.,
the nonprofit Burnett founded 25 years
ago. Since then, more than 36,000 of
these handcrafted creations have been
sold to raise money for cancer patient
care and research at the Sidney Kimmel
Comprehensive Cancer Center at

Johns Hopkins and the Anne Arundel |
Oncology Center in Annapolis. To |

date, the Caring Collection has gener-
ated more than $750,000 for the two
institutions.

No one is more surprised than Bur-
nett. In December 1982, she designed
and created one small stained glass an-
gel to cheer her friend Susie Lyttle, who
had been diagnosed with leukemia.
Burnett made another angel, and then
another, and was soon inviting friends
to her living room to cut glass, foil

edges, solder pieces together, and pack- |

age angels for shipping. All proceeds

helped to pay Lyttle’s medical bills.
After Lyttle died the next year, the

angel project continued—as did Bur-

nett'’s commitment to fighting cancer |

through art and the human touch.
“This isn’t my work. It's my life,” Bur-
nett explains. “And it's been a meta-
morphosis—not with butterflies but
with angel wings.”

| creeping into her garage and spare bed-
i room as well. She added stained glass

Volunteer
Erinesss

The assembly process quickly out-
grew Burnett’s living room and now
consumes every inch of her studio, |

suncatchers to the product lineup,
along with angel pins and three-inch |
guardian angels, to ensure that Caring
Collection products were affordable for

“IT'S A LABOR OF LOVE,
AND IT'S IMPORTANT
THAT EVERY PIECE
PASSES THROUGH THE |
HANDS OF VOLUNTEERS |
WHO HAVE LOTS OF |
HOPE—BECAUSE WHAT |
WE DO IS ALL ABOUT
HELPING PEOPLE.”

—BOBBIE BURNETT
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! | everyone—since, as she points out, can-
| cer shows no favoritism. Prices range
i from $15 to $8s, and Burnett designs a
| new angel to add to the collection each

yea_t,
“I thought it was a miracle when we

| reached $100,000, but now I want to
| reach $1 million,” she avows. “I hope
| we've set an example that any ordinary
| group of people can do something quite
. extraordinary The Caring Collection
{ has been able to touch people all over

the world.”
Through media coverage (includ-
ing an article in Family Circle that gener-

| ated one of the largest responses in the

magazine’s history), word of mouth,
gift shop sales, and the nonprofit’s
website at caringcollection.org, tens of
thousands of people know about the

| angels and their purpose. The lumi-

nous creations have been shipped
throughout the United States and to
Russia, Australia, Spain, and just about
every place in between. Burnett’s hus-
band Jerry, a retired electrical engineer,
maintains the ever-expanding mailing
list and oversees the shipping opera-
tion.

Neither the couple nor the volun-
teers receive any financial compensa-
tion from the Caring Collection. Be-
cause expenses are limited to the cost

| of materials and shipping, approxi-

mately 70 percent of all proceeds go
directly to patient care and research

| projects.

“The cost of labor is not a factor for
us. We pay our volunteers in jelly beans

| and pretzels,” laughs Burnett, who rou-
- tinely ignores suggestions of outsourc-
- ing her angel production overseas. “It’s
| alabor of love, and it’s important that
| every piece passes through the hands of
¢ volunteers who have lots of hope—be-
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cause what we do is all about helping |
people.” She continues, “The Caring |
Collection provides money for patient
care and research equipment—and
that’s very important—but we also pro-
vide a wonderful opportunity for peo-
ple of all ages to work together and be- |
come a family.” '

Burnett has a wealth of heartwarm- |
ing stories about her “family” and the |
paths that led each volunteer to the |
Caring Collection. Her friend Susie’s |
three children remain involved, as do |
the family members of many cancer pa- |
tients who received a Caring Collec- |
tion angel during their illness. One of |
Burnett’s original volunteers moved |
from Annapolis to Philadelphia but re-
turns for a few days each month, stay-
ing with Burnett and lending a hand
where needed. Another family has four
generations volunteering with the Car- |
ing Collection, including a father who |

has prostate cancer. New to the volun-
teer lineup is a young man working on
his court-ordered community service

requirement. Husbands and wives, re- |
- tirees, and students from church groups |

and school service clubs frequently of-
fer to help. The age of volunteers

| ranges from 12 to 91 years.

When a blind woman asked how
she could help, Burnett offered up the
task of stringing all the sun-catchers

with fishing line. The volunteer was |

thrilled to be able to participate and
did so until she died from cancer. An-
other volunteer’s job at a Johns Hop-
kins research lab precludes her from

participating in the weekday volunteer |

| teers think about what will have the

work sessions, so Burnett gives her a |

bucket filled with angel body parts. |

The volunteer foils the edges in her
spare time, and her husband returns
the pieces to Burnett’s studio on his
way to work.
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Burnett's low-
tech operation
helps to purchase
some of the

most advanced
technology
available

to cancer
researchers

~ today.

On one morning in February of each
year, volunteers flock to Burnett’s studio
not to make angels but rather to make
the tough decision about what projects
the Caring Collection will fund in the
coming fiscal year. Doctors from both
institutions—the Sidney Kimmel Com-
prehensive Cancer Center and the

| Anne Arundel Oncology Center—sub-

mit a total of eight proposals, which the
volunteers study carefully before voting
on which ones to fund.

This year, the Caring Collection
committed $25,000 to fund the pro-
posal from Fred Bunz, director of the
Kimmel Cancer Center’s Cell Imaging
Core Facility (see p. 53). “The volun-

greatest impact on the greatest number
of people, and the equipment that Dr.
Bunz requested will be used by more
than 90 other investigators,” Burnett
explains. “Our gift will update equip-
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